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Our Vision is to inspire and celebrate  
learning, achievement, faith and fun. 

Ours is a school that works in partnership with the community to enable and equip each child to “live life 

to the full” (The Gospel of John, Chapter 10 Verse 10), reflecting the Christian values of our foundation. 

We will realise our Vision by: 

• demonstrating, as a Church school, our Christian values in action 

• providing a happy, healthy and secure environment where all are respected, valued and 

encouraged to contribute 

• encouraging participation and a love of learning by offering experiences full of opportunity and 

creativity 

• pursuing excellence in every aspect of school life, supporting one another and celebrating the 

achievements of all 

•  

 
 

This policy supports our vision by setting out how our ethos - “where all are respected, valued and 

encouraged to contribute” is applied when the opportunities to represent the school are limited. 

 

 

 Biblical Perspective: Romans 2:11 (New International Version) 

For God does not show favouritism.  
 

 

 



INTRODUCTION 

This policy is written to support parents in understanding the different principles by which school selects 

pupils for events where, for each event, the number of pupil participants is limited. Examples include, 

but are not limited to, fixtures between inter-school teams and quizzes. 

The school is committed to providing a high-quality level of education for all our pupils. In the case of 

P.E. and Games education, for example, this includes a commitment to deliver more than the minimum 

expected by the National Curriculum. PE and Games in our school already provide children with an 

excellent understanding of the basic knowledge, skills and attitudes which underlie good sportsmanship 

and an approach to healthy living. The current National Curriculum enshrines the place of competitive 

sports and schools receive funding specifically to “increase participation in competitive sport”. 

FESTIVALS 

From time to time there are opportunities to practise skills in the context of competitive matches against 

other schools. A festival is usually a stand-alone event. In these instances, the school tries to take as 

many children as possible for THE TARGET AGE OR YEAR GROUP. This could be a whole class. Often, we 

are the only school to take two or more teams when others enter one.  

Our principle here is one of MAXIMUM PARTICIPATION.  

Where the numbers required are close to what we have, we sometimes draw on children from younger 

year groups to enter complete teams. In these cases, those who have been assessed as being more able 

or proficient will be chosen since games against older pupils are more demanding. 

TOURNAMENTS 

Tournaments differ from festivals. Tournaments are more competitive, against the most proficient and 

skilful that other schools can offer. For successful schools, tournaments often lead to further stages 

and/or levels of increasing competition against the best from further afield. 

SELECTION 

Where the event rules define the number of players per team, we have to work within these rules. Some 

festivals and tournaments have additional constraints regarding the genders represented in a team. For 

example, there is a limit of only 2 boys per team being on a netball pitch at a time. This results in the 

school having to select a limited number of pupils from our roll. 

Where we have to select a limited number of team members, our priority has always been to select first 

from those who attend the various school clubs, where preparation, positional play and tactics for 

tournaments are much more to the fore than are covered in PE and Games lessons. This is clearly 

understood by all attendees at the clubs, and it is open and transparent. Team members are not chosen 

for commitment to sport but for putting in practise and preparation. The school would deem it unfair 

to offer a place to a child who does not attend sports clubs at the expense of one who had attended and 

practised. Where several children might ‘tie’ in terms of attendance, priority is more often given to Year 

6 children. Younger children will have another chance the following year. However, occasionally younger 

children, who are deemed to be gifted and talented in a sport, will also be given an opportunity to take 

part if it is felt appropriate. This principle also applies to the positions of ‘substitutes’ within a team. 

Within a tournament, if a team qualifies to compete at a higher level, the existing team members are 

selected in preference to others since they have earned the opportunity. When competing at County 

Level, the school reserves the right to enter and play the strongest possible team. 

Our principles here are to promote competition fully and ensure that children ‘are tested’ against the 

best available, to further develop their competence and confidence. Selecting those who have 

practised, and those who have ‘won through’, over those who have done neither, is fair. 



GIFTED AND TALENTED 

The government defines the group supported by the National Programme for gifted and talented 

education as: “Children and young people with one or more abilities developed to a level significantly 

ahead of their year group (or with the potential to develop those abilities).” “Gifted and talented” is a 

Government run scheme and it is widespread. Wotton area schools, including KLB, have expressed 

support for it over many years. It runs across Stroud and Dursley area schools too. The role of each 

school is to recommend children to a ‘recognition camp’ where they are assessed independently. Not 

all children meet the criteria, nor have the innate abilities required. If the independent assessors decide 

that the children meet the criteria, they offer a programme of enrichment activities. It is then up to 

parents to support their children financially if they desire. We do not use any ‘school’ funding for this 

initiative. However, the Pupil Premium Grant can be used for this purpose, for entitled and eligible 

children.  

Our principle here comes from our school vision: “offering experiences… so that every child fulfils 

their potential.”  

 

PANATHLON AND SPORTABILITY 

These events are inter-school, competitive events aimed at providing children with limited physical 

awareness, lack of confidence or skill an opportunity to compete against their peers. Children are 

selected according to assessments made in school or by other health or special needs professionals. 

Our principle here comes from our school vision: “offering experiences… so that every child fulfils 

their potential.”  

 

SWIMMING GALA 

This competitive opportunity is open to any interested and able pupil and is held for children to compete 

against swimmers in their year groups currently from Year 3 upwards. Children are selected according 

to the assessments made in Years 3 and 4 when children swim with the school (in the Autumn Term). In 

Years 5 and 6 we are more reliant on any existing club records and self-assessment. We recognise there 

is an additional Health and Safety concern. We are reluctant to enter pupils with a lack of proficiency, 

just to make up the numbers. This may mean taking an incomplete ‘team’. 

Our principle here is one of SAFETY FIRST. 

 

GO CART RACING, TABLE TENNIS ETC 

Like many events, the need to practise as a team is at the fore and teams will be chosen from among 

those who attend the relevant club. Team members are not chosen for commitment to sport but for 

putting in practise and preparation. Priority is always given to Year 6 children if the event dictates that 

numbers are limited. This is clearly understood by all attendees at the clubs, and it is open and 

transparent.  

Our principles here are to PROMOTE COMPETITION fully and ensure that children ‘are tested’ against 

the best available, to further develop their competence and confidence. 

CROSS-COUNTRY 

This competitive opportunity is open to any interested pupil from Year 3 to Year 6. Confident runners 

from Year 2 may also be invited to run, with agreement from parents.  In addition to the ‘open’ races 



on a Saturday morning, there are county and national races. Individuals are ‘selected’ for these higher-

level events purely based on their race times, as recorded independently by officials at the local races. 

Our running club provides an excellent opportunity to nurture talent and develop stamina. The system 

of certificates and medals encourages children to set personal goals and compete against others. 

Our principles here are to PROMOTE COMPETITION fully and ensure that children ‘are tested’ against 

the best available, to further develop their competence and confidence. 

 

COUNTRY DANCING 

This is a non-competitive event. Even so, it is recognised that children need to practise together. Team 

members are not chosen for commitment to sport but for putting in practise and preparation. This is 

clearly understood by all attendees at the clubs, and it is open and transparent. Priority is always given 

to Year 6 children if the event dictates that numbers are limited. 

Our principle here is one of MAXIMUM PARTICIPATION. Selecting those who have practised, over 

those who have not, is fair. 

 

NATURE QUIZ TEAM 

This competitive opportunity is open to any interested, older pupils and to date, we have entered only 

children from Class 4, with Year 6 pupils taking priority since there has always been sufficient interest 

from this class. A ‘mock quiz’ is held and the 4 highest scoring children are selected, plus 2 reserves (to 

cover against potential illness on the day). If we are successful in the earlier rounds, the quiz team going 

forward will be comprised of any 4 from this group of 6. If we are successful in area and county semi-

finals and finals, we will choose the strongest 4 available ‘on the day’.  

Our principles here are to PROMOTE COMPETITION fully and ensure that children ‘are tested’ against 

the best available, to further develop their competence and confidence. 

We DO NOT select children who are representing the school in the General Knowledge Quiz. 

Our principle here is one of MAXIMUM PARTICIPATION. 

 

GENERAL KNOWLEDGE TEAM 

This competitive opportunity traditionally occurs on 1 evening and is open to any interested, older 

pupils. To date, we have entered only Year 6 pupils since there has been sufficient interest from this 

year group. We DO NOT select children who are representing the school in the Nature Quiz. 

Our principle here is one of MAXIMUM PARTICIPATION. 

A ‘mock quiz’ is held and the highest scoring children are selected, plus a reserve (or 2, to cover against 

potential illness on the day). 

Our principles here are to PROMOTE COMPETITION fully and ensure that children ‘are tested’ against 

the best available, to further develop their competence and confidence. 



 

SUMMER PRODUCTION 

The Key Stage Two ‘junior musical/summer production’ requires that we select for the dramatic/singing 

roles a limited number of individuals with the capabilities necessary for committing a detailed script to 

memory, holding a tune and having the confidence to sing, dance and act convincingly in front of the 

public. Opportunities to audition for the key roles are given firstly to Year 6, with other roles decided 

upon for the younger year groups in reverse age order. This is clearly understood by all children in Years 

6, 5, 4 and 3 and it is open and transparent. The auditions are held by members of the staff and roles 

are agreed upon in collaboration. An assessment is being made during the audition process about innate 

ability and potential. From time to time the lead roles can be offered to more than one actor, taking 

different performances in turn. The school does not pre-determine the gender of the actors. Children 

may audition for any of the roles. The school will not push a child into a role in which they do not feel 

comfortable, though experience has shown us that with the right encouragement children are more 

capable than they believe. The development of confidence and self-belief are outcomes that are actively 

pursued and a key purpose of the production. 

Our principle here comes from our school vision: “offering experiences… so that every child fulfils 

their potential.”  

 

BEHAVIOUR 

In all instances, the offer to act as a representative of the school carries with it an expectation that our 

codes of behaviour, good sportsmanship and mutual encouragement are on display. If a child has a 

previous record of poor behaviour, the school reserves the right to pass the selection over to another, 

or to withdraw this privilege as a sanction for poor behaviour. This includes a serious infringement of 

our expectations during the event itself. Such a ‘ban’ may be time-limited, dependent on subsequent 

better behaviour in school and the circumstances for non-selection will be made clear to the child at the 

time. 

 

SUMMARY 

It is a fact of life that we cannot, all, do everything. We have differing abilities and we make different 

choices that shape the opportunities available to us. School is charged with developing the talents of 

each individual. Through our principled approach to selection, we plan that all children are given 

sufficient skill and confidence in PE and elsewhere to enable them to go on and make the most of the 

choices available in their secondary schools and beyond. 


