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North Nibley Church of England Voluntary Aided Primary School, formerly the William Purnell Endowed 
School, was founded in the Eighteenth Century to provide education for the children of North Nibley and the 

surrounding villages.   

 

Our Vision is to inspire and celebrate learning, 
achievement, faith and fun. 

Ours is a school that works in partnership with the community to enable and equip each child to live 
life to the full, reflecting the Christian values of our foundation. 
 
We will realise our Vision by: 

• demonstrating, as a Church school, our Christian values in action 

• providing a happy, healthy and secure environment where all are respected, valued and 

encouraged to contribute 

• encouraging participation and a love of learning by offering experiences full of opportunity and 

creativity 

• pursuing excellence in every aspect of school life, supporting one another and celebrating the 

achievements of all 

 
This policy supports our vision by making clear that we have a responsibility in law to work with 
partners to help ensure that children are happy, healthy and secure. We have a duty to know the 
whereabouts of children in our care. 
 
 
 

A Biblical Perspective: Luke 15 verses 3 and 4 
“Then Jesus told them this story: 4 “Suppose one of you has 100 sheep, but he loses 1 of them. 
Then he will leave the other 99 sheep alone and go out and look for the lost sheep. The man will 
keep on searching for the lost sheep until he finds it.”



Introduction 

There is a statutory duty on Local Authorities (LA) to make arrangements to identify children missing 

education. “The statutory guidance sets out key principles to enable local authorities in England to 

implement their legal duty under section 436A of the Education Act 1996 to make arrangements to 

identify, as far as it is possible to do so, children missing education (CME).” 

Policy 

The staff of North Nibley C of E (Voluntary Aided) School will, in all instances, follow the 

procedures adopted by the LA in respect of this duty. 

The LA website must be revisited at the time of an emerging or confirmed concern regarding a 

pupil missing education, to confirm that school is acting on up-to-date information. 

HOWEVER, WHERE CONCERNS (SIGNIFICANT OR ‘LOW LEVEL / NAGGING DOUBT’ CONCERNS) PRE-

EXIST, THERE IS NO REQUIREMENT TO WAIT THE STATUTORY PERIOD BEFORE RAISING THE ALARM. 

 

The LA, on their website 

 https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/schoolsnet/your-pupils/children-missing-education/ 

state the following: 

“Anyone concerned that a child is missing education (CME) can make a referral to the 
Access to Education Team at Gloucestershire County Council 

Children Missing Education (CME) refers to 'any child of compulsory school age who 
is not registered at any formally approved education activity e.g. school, alternative 
provision, elective home education, and has been out of education provision for at least 4 
weeks'. 

CME also includes those children who are missing (family whereabouts unknown), and are 
usually children who are registered on a school roll / alternative provision. This might be 
a child who is not at their last known address and either 

• has not taken up an allocated school place as expected, or 
• has 10 or more days of continuous absence from school without explanation, or 
• left school suddenly and the destination is unknown 

It is the responsibility of the Access to Education Team, on behalf of the Local Authority (LA), 
to:- 

• Collate information on all reported cases of CME of statutory school aged children in 
Gloucestershire maintained schools, academies. free schools, alternative provision 
academies and Alternative Provision Schools (APS). 

• Liaise with partner agencies and other LAs and schools across Britain to track pupils 
who may be missing education. 

• Ensure each child missing education is offered full time education within 2 weeks of 
the date the LA was informed. 

https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/schoolsnet/your-pupils/children-missing-education/


Alerting the Local Authority that a child may be missing 
education 

Any professional should alert the LA when they suspect that a child might be missing from 
education. To make this process as easy as possible, a referral should be sent to: 

Access to Education Team 
Shire Hall 
Westgate Street 
Gloucester GL1 2TP 

Tel 01452 328774 / 426015 
missingpupils@gloucestershire.gov.uk 

 

CME Guide January 2017 (PDF, 553.8 KB) 

CME referral form - schools (DOCX, 73.8 KB) 

CME referral - professionals other than at school (DOCX, 69.4 KB) 

Department for Education CME guide (PDF, 349.5 KB) 

 

There is further reading about the Local Authority’s responsibilities in their publication “Children 

Missing Education and Missing Pupils”  

SAFEGUARDING STATEMENT 
 
THIS DOCUMENT IS PART OF OUR SUITE OF SAFEGUARDING POLICIES AND PROCEDURES. 
 
IT MUST BE READ IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE FOLLOWING, MANY OF WHICH CAN BE FOUND ON 
OUR WEBSITE:  www.northnibley.gloucs.sch.uk 
Please ask if you cannot find the policy you require. 
 
• Acceptable Use of Technology & Social Media 
• Allegations Management 
• Anti-bullying, anti-hate and anti-radicalisation 
• Attendance 
• Behaviour 
• Child Protection & Safeguarding Procedures (including COVID-19 measures) 
• Children Missing Education 
• Children who go missing during the school day 
• Complaints 
• Confidentiality 
• Curriculum Policies - Computing and E-Safety 
• Curriculum Policies - Drug Education 
• Curriculum Policies – PSHE/Wellbeing 
• Curriculum Policies - PE 
• Curriculum Policies - Relationships and Sex Education 

mailto:missingpupils@gloucestershire.gov.uk
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/media/15311/cme-guide-january-2017-v3.pdf
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/media/15312/cme-referral-form-schools.docx
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/media/5179/cme-referral-form-professionals.docx
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/media/2108739/cme-guide-dfe-sept-16.pdf
http://www.northnibley.gloucs.sch.uk/


• Curriculum Policies - Science 
• Curriculum Policies - Collective Worship 
• Educational visits 
• First Aid 
• Health and Safety 
• Intimate Care 
• Keeping Children Safe in Education (Latest version) 
• Medical Conditions and Support for those Unable to Attend School 
• Offers of Early Help 
• Physical Intervention 
• Remote Teaching and Learning Policy 
• Risk Assessments 
• Safer Recruitment, Staff Selection and Induction 
• Safer Working Practices 
• Special Educational Needs and Disabilities 
• Staff Code of Conduct & Staff Handbook 
• Volunteer Policy and Codes of Conduct 
• Whistleblowing 
• Working Together to Keep Children Safe (Latest version) 
 
 
“The School will fully engage in multi-agency working, in line with statutory guidance as outlined in 
the latest versions of “Keeping Children Safe in Education” (KCSIE), “Working Together to Safeguard 
Children” (Working Together) and local arrangements for child safeguarding in 
Gloucestershire.  Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility.” 

 


