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1 & 2 Lead Subject (s) History Topic Florence Nightingale Local Context  Scott  Jenner   Pederson            Tyndale            Isambard Kingdom Brunel     Berkeley Castle      River Severn  
Sharpness Canal     Dursley & the Wool Trade   St Martins Church   Renishaws       The Battle of Nibley Green 

NATIONAL CURRICULUM SEQUENCE OF LEARNING BUILDING TOWARD THESE YEAR-END EXPECTATIONS 

 
History 
Pupils should be taught about: 

 The lives of significant 
individuals in the past 
who have contributed to 
national and 
international 
achievements. Some 
should be used to 
compare aspects of life 
in different periods [for 
example Florence 
Nightingale and Edith 
Cavell] 

 They should know where 
the people and events 
they study fit within a 
chronological framework 
and identify similarities 
and differences between 
ways of life in different 
periods. 

 They should use a wide 
vocabulary of everyday 
historical terms.  

 They should ask and 
answer questions, 
choosing and using parts 
of stories and other 
sources to show that 
they know and 
understand key features 
of events. 

 They should understand 
some of the ways in 
which we find out about 
the past and identify 
different ways in which 
it is represented. 

 
 

 
 

Prior Learning 
 
 

Reception can: 
 Children can sequence photographs from different parts of their own life. 

 Children can describe an event or family member from their past that is 
important to remember 

 They know about similarities and differences between themselves and 
others, and among families, communities and traditions. 

 Listen to and comment on different versions of the same (traditional) stories. 

 They can talk about some of the things they have observed, saying why they 
thought it happened and asking questions when what happened is not clear 

In History, Year 1 can: 
H – Know the key similarities differences between the Victorian era and life today 
H – Know how to use a range of sources to find out information from the past. 
H – Know who Brunel was and why he was famous 
H – Know how to sequence events on a timeline 
H – Know reasonable questions which help us learn more about the past 
H – Know different ways we find out about the past 
H – Know where previous events/people studied fit within a chronological framework 

 
 
 

History 
 

 
Year 1 

 KNOW the difference 
between past and present 
in their own and other’s 
lives. 

 KNOW and recount 
episodes and stories from 
stories about the past. 

 KNOW how to find 
answers to simple 
questions about the past 
from sources of 
information e.g. artefacts 

 
Year 2 

 KNOW where events 
studied fit within a 
chronological framework. 

 KNOW and use common 
words and phrases 
relating to the passing of 
time. 

 KNOW the importance of 
significant individuals e.g. 
Florence Nightingale. 

 KNOW how to use 
sources to make 
reasonable inferences 
about life in the past. 

 KNOW and identify 
different ways in which 
we find out about the 
past e.g. artefacts, 
pictures, videos, diary 
entries. 

 KNOW how to ask and 
answer questions about 
the past. 

Overarching question: How did nurses improve hospitals over time? 

Lesson Key Question Activity Essential Learning 
1 Normal question: Who was Florence 

Nightingale? 
Challenge question: Why do you think Florence 
Nightingale was famous? 

To explore a range of sources (pictures, birth certificate, artefacts etc.) to make inferences 
about who Florence Nightingale was and what she did that made her famous. Ask questions 
to find out more about Florence. 

KNOW HOW to use a range of historical sources to find out information 
from the past 
KNOW different ways that we find out about the past 
KNOW reasonable questions which help us learn more about the past 

2 Normal question: What changes did Florence 
make to the Scutari hospital? 
Challenge question: What do you think the 
experience at the Scutari hospital taught 
Florence? 

Use a range of pictures, videos and statistics to explore what the Scutari hospital was like 
during the Crimean war before Florence arrived. Look at pictures after Florence made 
changes and discuss what she did to improve the hospital. Write sentences to explain what 
the Scutari hospital was like before Florence arrived and what the hospital was like after 
Florence made changes. 

KNOW what the Scutari hospital was like before Florence arrived. 
KNOW the important changes Florence made to the Scutari hospital. 
KNOW HOW to use a range of historical sources to find out information 
from the past 

3 Normal question: How have hospitals improved 
since the early 1900s? 
Challenge question: Why would you prefer to be 
in a hospital today rather than in the early 
1900s? 

Take a virtual tour of a hospital today and look at pictures of hospitals from today. Discuss 
further improvements that have been made to our healthcare/hospitals. Children to sort 
various hospital pictures into ‘then’ and ‘now’. Write sentences to further explain the 
differences between hospitals in the past, and hospitals today. 

KNOW how hospitals have improved further. 
KNOW how to sort pictures into the past and present. 

4 Normal question: What was Florence Nightingale 
famous for? 
Challenge question: How did she improve the 
quality of nursing? 

Look at what Florence Nightingale did after the Scutari hospital – set up the first nursing 
school, wrote a book for nurses, helped design hospitals etc. Create a poster explaining why 
she was such an important person from the past and all of the things she achieved in her 
lifetime. 

KNOW who Florence Nightingale was. 
KNOW what she did that made her famous. 
KNOW how she impacted people’s lives. 

5 Normal question: Can you arrange events from 
Florence Nightingale’s life in chronological 
order? 
Challenge question: Are there any additional 
events you could add into Florence’s timeline? 

Recap the key events in Florence Nightingale’s life, starting from when she was born. 
Children to then sort pictures from Florence Nightingale’s life and put them into 
chronological order. Write sentences to explain what each event shows and add dates 
where possible. 

KNOW how to sort key events into chronological order. 
KNOW how to explain what the key events in Florence Nightingale’s life 
were. 

6 Normal question: Who was Edith Cavell and 
what did she do? 
Challenge question: What are the similarities and 
differences between Florence and Edith? 

Use pictures and videos to explore who Edith Cavell was and what she did. Work out where 
Edith Cavell’s birth is placed on a timeline – link to Florence Nightingale’s timeline. Make 
comparisons between Edith Cavell and Florence Nightingale, identifying their similarities 
and differences.  Cultural diversity (CD 

KNOW who Edith Cavell was and what she did. 
KNOW the similarities and differences between Florence Nightingale and 
Edith Cavell. 

7 Assessment: How did nurses improve hospitals 
over time? 

Children to answer the overarching question for this History unit. They should draw upon 
everything they have learnt and various sources to support their explanation. 

KNOW how nurses improved the quality of hospitals. 

VOCABULARY 

 Florence Nightingale, Lady of the Lamp, Scutari hospital, Crimean war, hospital, nurse, training, St Thomas’ Hospital, Florence, Italy, war, wounds, disease, infection, medicine, sanitary, unsanitary, timeline, Victorian 
era, Turkey, Russia, Belgium, Brussels, Germany, Germans, World War I, invade, Edith Cavell, bandages, statistics, ventilation, technology, scientists, chronology, Royal London Hospital 

  
OPPORTUNITIES FOR ENGLISH AND MATHS LINKS 

 English – creating posters, questions, explanation writing, non-chronological report of Florence or Edith 

 Maths – looking at statistics/death tolls, ordering events, placing events on a timeline 
 
PUPIL NEED 
Lack of cultural diversity (CD) & Limited environmental awareness (E) 

I CROSS-CURRICULAR I.C.T. Opportunities, Key Stage 2 
(COMPUTING TAUGHT DISCRETELY)  Pupils should be taught to: 

 use search technologies effectively, appreciate how results are 
selected and ranked, and be discerning in evaluating digital content 

 select, use and combine a variety of software (including internet 
services) on a range of digital devices to design and create a range of 
programs, systems and content that accomplish given goals, including 
collecting, analysing, evaluating and presenting data and information 

 use technology safely, respectfully and responsibly; recognise 
acceptable/unacceptable behaviour; identify a range of ways to report 
concerns about content and contact. 

Pupils’ spiritual development is shown by their: 
• Beliefs, religious or otherwise, which inform spiritual 

development appertains to children’s 

perspective on life and their interest 

in and respect for different people’s 

feelings and values 

• Sense of enjoyment and fascination in learning about 

themselves, others and the world around them, including the 

intangible 

• Use of imagination and creativity in their learning 

• Willingness to reflect on their experiences 

School Values 
Respect 

Friendship 
Perseverance 

Compassion 
Forgiveness 

Hope    
Service 

Thankfulness & Generosity 
Responsibility & Social Justice      

Fun 
 
Exploring artefacts from a 
Florence Nightingale loan 

box. 

 Partnerships & 
Community 
 

VISITS & VISITORS 

 Visit from a nurse or 
doctor to show 
application of bandages – 
emphasis on sanitation. 

Independent learners…     
Get Organised 
Have a go 
Concentrate 
Push Ourselves 
Support Others 
Show excellent manners 
Enjoy success! 

“Live life to the full” The words of Jesus, John 10:10 
 


