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Our Vision is to inspire and celebrate learning, 
achievement, faith and fun. 

Ours is a school that works in partnership with the community to enable and equip each 
child to live life to the full, reflecting the Christian values of our foundation. 
 
We will realise our Vision by: 

 demonstrating, as a Church school, our Christian values in action 

 providing a happy, healthy and secure environment where all are respected, valued and 

encouraged to contribute 

 encouraging participation and a love of learning by offering experiences full of 

opportunity and creativity 

 pursuing excellence in every aspect of school life, supporting one another and 

celebrating the achievements of all 

 

This policy supports the school’s vision by providing a safe and secure environment where children 
can build the foundations to a life-long love of learning through well planned and well supported 
play opportunities. 
 
The school’s Christian values of friendship, respect and responsibility are demonstrated in this policy 
in the following ways; 

 Adults model positive relationships between themselves, parents and children to help 
support children in building their relationships. We maintain links with local pre-school 
settings, inviting children who are due to begin school in to begin meeting their new class 
members and staff. 

 Teaching Assistants and Teachers support children’s play, helping them to negotiate with 
other children and solve their own friendship problems. 

 Play is an integral part of the Foundation Stage – we encourage children to select their own 
resources supporting them in respecting the resources we have by using them appropriately 
and returning them once finished. 

 During play children have the opportunity to practise and build up ideas, and learn how to 
control themselves and understand the need for rules in a safe and secure environment. 

 Our policy explicitly addresses inclusion. It ensures teachers plan to use resources which 
reflect diversity and are free from discrimination and stereotyping, so that children build 
respect for and understanding of other cultures. 

 
 

A Biblical Perspective:  Matthew 19 verse 14. 
Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the 
kingdom of heaven.” 
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Introduction 
 
Every child deserves the best possible start in life and the support that enables them to fulfil their 
potential. Children develop quickly in the early years and a child’s experiences between birth and 
age five have a major impact on their future life chances. A secure, safe and happy childhood is 
important in its own right. Good parenting and high quality early learning together provide the 
foundation children need to make the most of their abilities and talents as they grow up. (Statutory 
Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage) 
 

The Early Years Foundation Stage applies to children from birth to the end of the Reception 
Year. Compulsory schooling begins at the start of the term after a child’s fifth birthday, though 
at North Nibley children usually start in September after they have turned 4 (so that they have 
their fifth birthday in their Reception Year.) Parents may apply to the governors for a deferred 
entry (see the Admissions Policy).  The Foundation Stage is important in its own right and in 
preparing children for later schooling.  The early learning goals set out what is expected of most 
children at the end of the Foundation Stage.  It is the school’s view that children should develop 
within a happy, secure environment encouraging self-confidence, independence and self-
motivation as these are a fundamental basis for their future progress. 
 
Children joining our school have already learnt a great deal.  Many have been to one of a range 
of settings that exist in our community.  The early years education we offer our children is 
based on the following principles: 

 it builds on what our children already know and can do. 

 it ensures that no child is excluded or disadvantaged. 

 it offers a structure for learning that has a range of starting points and content that 
matches the different levels of young children’s needs. 

 it offers planned and purposeful activities that provide opportunities for learning both 
indoors and outdoors. 

 it provides a rich and stimulating environment. 

 it offers planned activities that build on the children’s interests. 
 

2 Aims of the Foundation Stage 
 
The curriculum of the Foundation Stage underpins all future learning by supporting, fostering, 
promoting and developing children’s: 

 personal, social and emotional well-being; 

 positive attitudes and dispositions towards their learning; 

 social skills; 

 attention skills and persistence; 

 language and communication 

 reading and writing; 

 mathematics; 

 knowledge and understanding of the world; 

 physical development; 

 creative development; 
 
3 Safeguarding and welfare 
 

Children learn best when they are healthy, safe and secure, when their individual needs are 
met and when they have positive relationships with the adults caring for them. We understand 
that we are legally required to comply with certain welfare requirements as stated in the 
Statutory Framework for Early Years Foundation Stage 2017. We also reference the Ofsted 
publication “Inspecting safeguarding in early years, education and skills settings 2019”  
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We will therefore do all we can to: 

 Promote the welfare of children. 
o Any safeguarding or welfare issues will be dealt with in line with the Child Protection 

and Safeguarding Policy, and all members of staff in the EYFS are required to read this 
policy as part of their induction training. 

o The Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) is Paul Batchelor 
o The deputy DSLs are Becci Surridge and Abbie Lewis. 
o The DSL is responsible for safeguarding children and liaising with local children’s 

services as appropriate. 
o The deputy DSLs will undertake the duties of the DSL if the DSL is absent, but overall 

responsibility for safeguarding will remain with the DSL. 
o The DSL and deputy DSLs will undertake child protection training as required. 

 Promote good health, preventing the spread of infection and taking appropriate action when 
children are ill. 

 Manage behaviour effectively in a manner appropriate for the children’s stage of 
development and individual needs. 

 Ensure all adults who look after the children or who have unsupervised access to them are 
suitable to do so. 
o  Staff will receive safeguarding training that enables them to understand the 

safeguarding policy and procedures, have up-to-date knowledge of safeguarding 
issues, and recognise signs of potential abuse and neglect 

o  Staff will comply with the requirements of Safer Working Practices. This includes 
practices relating to phones, cameras and all other devices capable of taking and 
storing still or moving images and/or audio recordings. 

 Ensure that the premises, furniture and equipment is safe and suitable for purpose 

 Ensure that every child receives enjoyable and challenging learning and development 
experiences tailored to meet their needs.  

 All children have access to drinking water at all times of the day which they can access 
independently.  

 Maintain records, policies and procedures required for safe efficient management of the 
setting and to meet the needs of the children. 

 
SAFEGUARDING STATEMENT 
 
THIS DOCUMENT IS PART OF OUR SUITE OF SAFEGUARDING POLICIES AND PROCEDURES. 
 
IT MUST BE READ IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE FOLLOWING, MANY OF WHICH CAN BE FOUND ON 
OUR WEBSITE:  www.northnibley.gloucs.sch.uk 
Please ask if you cannot find the policy you require. 
 
• Acceptable Use of Technology & Social Media 
• Allegations Management 
• Anti-bullying, anti-hate and anti-radicalisation 
• Attendance 
• Behaviour 
• Child Protection & Safeguarding Procedures (including COVID-19 measures) 
• Children Missing Education 
• Children who go missing during the school day 
• Complaints 
• Confidentiality 
• Curriculum Policies - Computing and E-Safety 
• Curriculum Policies - Drug Education 
• Curriculum Policies – PSHE/Wellbeing 
• Curriculum Policies - PE 
• Curriculum Policies - Relationships and Sex Education 

http://www.northnibley.gloucs.sch.uk/
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• Curriculum Policies - Science 
• Curriculum Policies - Collective Worship 
• Educational visits 
• First Aid 
• Health and Safety 
• Intimate Care 
• Keeping Children Safe in Education (Latest version) 
• Medical Conditions and Support for those Unable to Attend School 
• Offers of Early Help 
• Physical Intervention 
• Remote Teaching and Learning Policy 
• Risk Assessments 
• Safer Recruitment, Staff Selection and Induction 
• Safer Working Practices 
• Separated Parents Policy 
• Special Educational Needs and Disabilities 
• Staff Code of Conduct & Staff Handbook 
• Volunteer Policy and Codes of Conduct 
• Whistleblowing 
• Working Together to Keep Children Safe (Latest version) 
 
 
“The School will fully engage in multi-agency working, in line with statutory guidance as outlined in 
the latest versions of “Keeping Children Safe in Education” (KCSIE), “Working Together to Safeguard 
Children” (Working Together) and local arrangements for child safeguarding in Gloucestershire. 
 Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility.” 
 

 

 
4 Early Years Foundation Stage Principles 
 

Effective practice in the EYFS is built on the following four principles; 

 A Unique Child 

 Positive Relationships 

 Enabling Environments 

 Learning and Development 
 

 
A Unique Child 
 
5      Admissions 

 
It is Gloucestershire County Council’s policy that the children may, if their parents so wish, start 
school in the September following their fourth birthday. (Attendance is mandatory after a 
child’s fifth birthday). Having already secured a place through the normal procedures, parents 
of summer-born children (those born in April through to August) may also apply to the 
governors for a deferred entry (see the Admissions Policy).  Before a child starts school the 
parents are required to complete a centralised admissions form for Gloucestershire County 
Council, but also to complete one of our admissions forms since the Governors of this Voluntary 
Aided School are the admissions Authority for the school. Under certain circumstances, 
Governors may choose to exceed the Published Admissions Number (PAN). (See the Exceeding 
PAN protocol on our website.) 
 
At North Nibley School, all children are initially admitted part time only.  The transition from 
part time to full time attendance will be negotiated between staff and parents. 
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6  Baseline Assessment 
 

At North Nibley staff use age-related expectations (from the publication “Development 
Matters”) to complete our own baseline assessments. We rely on careful observation, over time 
and in different situations, to build a picture of each child’s strengths. We do not use formal 
tests. We also use any assessment profiles given to us by our feeder settings. Our assessments 
are completed in the first four weeks of a child starting school and assessments are made in the 
following 7 areas; 

 Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

 Communication and Language 

 Literacy 

 Mathematics 

 Physical Development 

 Understanding of the world 

 Expressive art and design. 
 
Against each area we make a ‘Teacher Assessment’ judgement using our 5-point scale –  

 Well below the expectations for the year group,  

 Just below,  

 On track to meet the Early Learning Goals 

 Just above 

 Well above the expectations for the year group. 
 
These ‘on-entry’ assessments are used internally to reflect the progress that your child is 
making. 
 
In addition, the government’s ‘Reception Baseline Assessment’ provides a series of activities, 
each resulting in single-sentence descriptors of a child’s current understanding and 
development, organised under the following headings: 
Early number: 

Mathematical language,  
Early calculation (early addition/subtraction),  
Early understanding of pattern 

 
Literacy, communication and language: 

Early vocabulary,  
Phonological awareness,  
Early comprehension 

 
It is currently understood that these outcomes will be used by the government to derive a 
measure of progress, using a pupil’s attainment scores at the end of Year 6. 

 
7 Inclusion in the Foundation Stage 
 

In our school we believe that all children feel included, secure, valued and have a fundamental 
right to equality of opportunity.  We do this by taking account of our children’s range of life 
experiences when planning for their learning. 
 
In the Foundation Stage we set realistic and challenging expectations that meet the needs of 
our children, so that most achieve the Early Learning Goals by the end of the stage.  Some 
children progress beyond this point.  We achieve this by planning to meet the needs of boys 
and girls, children with special educational needs, children who are more able, children with 
disabilities and children from all social and cultural backgrounds. 
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We meet the needs of our children through: 
Planned opportunities that build upon and extend children’s knowledge, experience and 
interests, and develop their self-esteem and confidence; 
Using a wide range of teaching strategies based on children’s learning needs; 
Providing a wide range of opportunities to motivate and support children and to help them 
learn effectively; 
Providing a safe and supportive learning environment in which the contribution of all children is 
valued; 
Using resources which reflect diversity and are free from discrimination and stereotyping; 
Planned challenging activities for children whose ability and understanding are in advance of 
their language and communication skills; 
Monitoring children’s progress and taking action to provide support as necessary.  This involves 
speech therapy for some children. 

 
8 Characteristics of effective learning 

 
In the Foundation stage we observe children’s learning characteristics and use these to plan 
activities which allow children to learn in a way which suits them. At the end of the year we 
report on these characteristics to the Year 1 teacher and to parents to help them plan effective 
learning opportunities to support the transition to KS1. We take into consideration when 
planning the ways in which the child engages with other people and their environment through 
playing and exploring, active learning, and creating and thinking critically. These areas underpin 
learning and development across all areas and monitoring these helps us to support the child to 
remain an effective and motivated learner. 

 
Positive Relationships 
 
9 Parents as partners 
 

We believe that all parents have an important role to play in the education of their child.  We 
recognise the role that parents have played, and their future role in educating the children.  We 
do this through: 

 Inviting parents to visit the school with their child 

 Inviting parents to an induction meeting in the term prior to their child starting school. 

 The children have the opportunity to spend time with their teacher before starting school 
through pre-school visits and teacher visits to local playgroup. 

 Parents are asked to complete a Home -School record of achievement on entry to school 

 Once the child has entered school, parent / teacher meetings are arranged on a regular 
basis. 

 Encouraging parents to talk to the child’s teacher if there are any concerns. 

 Regular communication with home through newsletters, curriculum topic plans and child’s 
record books. 

 Offering a range of activities that support the involvement of parents. 
 
10 Pre-school links 
 

We feel it is important to maintain an effective liaison with the local playgroup and establish 
links with other local nursery schools and pre-school groups. 
The Teacher and Teaching Assistants visit pre-school settings and start to build a relationship 
with the children prior to school entry.  Pre-school children are invited to visit school on 
appropriate occasions. 
Most pre-school settings support a child’s transfer to school by completing Gloucestershire’s 
Foundation Stage Record of Progress and other documentation, prior to the start of school. 
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11 The role of Teaching Assistants  
 

The Reception class teacher will be supported by Classroom Support Staff: 

 To support the children with their social and physical needs. 

 To support various forms of play. 

 Be involved in planning the curriculum 

 To assist in teaching specific skills under guidance from the teacher. 

 Participate in children’s assessment. 

 To help with the preparation of materials and the cleaning of equipment. 

 
Enabling Environments 
 
12 Play in the Foundation Stage 

 
At North Nibley we do not make a distinction between work and play. We support children’s 
learning through planned play activities and decide when child-initiated or adult-led play 
activities would provide the most effective learning opportunities.  
 
Well planned play, both indoors and outdoors, is a key way in which children learn with 
enjoyment and challenge during the Foundation Stage. 
Through play our children explore and develop learning experiences, which help make sense of 
the world.  They practise and build up ideas, and learn how to control themselves and 
understand the need for rules.  They have the opportunity to think creatively alongside other 
children as well as on their own.  They communicate with others as they investigate and solve 
problems.  They express fears or re-live anxious experiences in controlled and safe conditions. 

 
13 Resources 

 
We plan a learning environment, both indoors and outdoors, that encourages a positive 
attitude to learning.  We use materials and equipment that reflect both the community that the 
children come from and the wider world.  We encourage the children to make their own 
selection of activities on offer, as we believe that this encourages independent learning. 

 
Learning and Development 
 
14 The Foundation Stage curriculum 

 
The Foundation Stage curriculum in our school is based on 17 Early Learning Goals (ELGs), which are 

set nationally. The Early Learning Goals define the stage of development that most children reach by 
the end of the Reception Year. The goals are organised under the same headings as used in 
“Development Matters”. 

 Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

 Communication and Language 

 Literacy 

 Mathematics 

 Understanding the World 

 Physical Development 

 Expressive Art and Design 
 

None of these areas can be delivered in isolation from the others. They are equally important 
and depend on each other. All areas are delivered through a balance of adult led and child 
initiated activities. The experiences that we plan for our children often enable them to develop 
a number of competencies, skills and concepts across several areas of learning. 
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The Early Learning Goals provide the basis for planning throughout the Foundation Stage.  
Teachers use the national schemes of work where appropriate to support the planning for 
individual children.   
 
Planning 
 
Planning within the EYFS follows the school’s Long Term Plan and Medium Term Plans which 
are based around half termly themes. These plans are used by the EYFS teacher as a guide for 
weekly planning, however staff may alter these plans in response to the needs (achievements 
and interests) of the children. This will be indicated on weekly planning. Intended Learning is 
identified on the plans every short term for children working towards the Early Learning Goals. 

 
Ongoing Assessment 
 
Throughout the Foundation Stage we make regular assessment of children’s learning, based on 
on-going observational assessments of each child’s achievements, interests and learning styles. 
The Foundation Stage Profile is used to record and monitor children’s progress. Assessments 
are based on observations and involve the Teacher and other adults as appropriate. We use 
individual profiles to retain examples of each child’s work. The profiles contain a wide range of 
evidence which can be used to support assessments. We can also share these with parents. 
We use this information to ensure that future planning reflects identified needs. In exceptional 
circumstances further assessments may also be made. Summative assessments record a child’s 
achievements at the end of the Autumn, Spring and Summer terms. 

 
End-of-Year Assessment 
 
At the end of the Reception year children are assessed against each of the 17 Early Learning 
Goals. The Teacher completes the Profile at the end of the summer term and records each child 
as ‘Emerging’ ‘Expected’ or ‘Exceeding’ against the Early Learning Goals.  The information is 
shared with parents and is also used by the child’s Year 1 Teacher to plan for the year ahead. 
The final point of each scale (‘Exceeding’) represents attainment that is beyond the early 
learning goals in breadth and depth.  
 
Parents receive an annual report that offers brief comments on each child’s progress in each 
area of learning.  It highlights the child’s strengths and development needs and gives details of 
the child’s general progress.  Reports are sent to parents in the second half of the summer 
term. 
 
As a school we set targets in the Autumn and in the Spring. For children in the Early Years 
Foundation Stage the Autumn Term targets are based on the Personal, Social and Emotional 
Development (PSED) curriculum. In the Spring targets are based on Literacy and Mathematics. 
 
 

15 Teaching and learning  
Our policy on teaching and learning defines the features of effective teaching and learning in 
our school.  These features apply to teaching and learning in the Foundation Stage just as much 
as they do to the teaching in Key Stage 1 and 2. 
 
The more general features of good practice in our school that relate to the Foundation Stage 
are: 

 The partnership between teachers and parents, so that our children feel secure at school 
and develop a sense of well-being and achievement; 

 The understanding that teachers have of how children develop and learn, and how this 
affects their teaching; 
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 The range of approaches used that provide first-hand experiences, give clear explanations, 
make appropriate interventions and extend and develop play and talk or other means of 
communication; 

 The carefully planned curriculum that helps children achieve the Early Learning Goals by the 
end of the Foundation Stage; 

 The provision for children to take part in activities that build on and extend their interests 
and develop their intellectual, physical, social and emotional abilities; 

 The encouragement for children to communicate and talk about their learning, and to 
develop independence and self-management; 

 The support for learning with appropriate and accessible indoor and outdoor space, 
facilities and equipment; 

 The identification of the progress and future learning needs of children through 
observations, which are regularly shared with parents; 

 The good relationship between our school and the settings that our children experience 
prior to joining our school; 

 The clear aims for our work, and regular monitoring to evaluate and improve what we do; 

 The regular identification of training needs of all adults working within the Foundation 
Stage. 

 


