
Year One places

for September 2021



The context of the school

• We are funded (mainly) on a per-child basis, 
and can afford 4 classes for our 7 year groups. 
This means all classes have 2 age-groups in 
them (and therefore children nearly 2 years 
apart).

• Each class has a rolling curriculum for topics. 
Despite the split all Year One children work in 
the National Curriculum and share the same 
learning outcomes. 



Why do we split Year 1?

• North Nibley C of E Primary has a long history 
of splitting Year 1. We have done so with 
every year group currently in the school.

– It keeps the class sizes smaller and even

– It enables school to tailor provision to children’s 
needs

– It provides an opportunity to re-enforce certain 
areas of the curriculum



Why do we split Year 1?

• The consequences of NOT splitting them

– We would be breaking the law

– We reduce our capacity to deliver personalised 
learning

– We risk blocking places to new-comers in the 
village



A real strength

• North Nibley prides itself on knowing individual 
children well and matching our provision to 
their assessed needs.

• A key part of this is our professional judgement 
and long experience with mixed age classes



Two routes through 
our four mixed-age classes



One set of curricular plans on our 
webs site.



Does mixed-age classes really work?

THESE JUDGEMENTS ARE MADE ABOUT YEAR GROUPS IN THEIR ENTIRITY, 
even with their split history.



Phonics Results in Year 2*, 2020 
(The ‘delayed’ Phonics Check)

* 38% of this group were based in Classroom 1 for their Year 1 teaching & learning.



SATS Results in Year 2*, 2019
(There were no National Tests in the Summer of 2020)

* 40% of this group were based in Classroom 1 for their Year 1 teaching & learning.



SATS Results in Year 6*, 2019
(There were no National Tests in the Summer of 2020)

* 33% of this group were based in Classroom 1 for their Year 1 teaching & learning.



Methods of deciding placements

• We could

– Draw an arbitrary line across the register taking 
dates of birth as the only factor





Methods of deciding placements

• We could

– Just use attainment or progress measures

– Draw names randomly

– Consider a wide range of factors



How do we make our decision?

We never forget that your child is 
at the centre of our thinking!



Key factors
• We look at each child’s ability to work 

independently, with sustained concentration, 
and take a lead in activities 

• We consider their preferred learning styles 

• Their ‘readiness’ to begin more formal 
education alongside Year 2

• Their current attainment and records of 
progress

• Their interests



We also think about...

• The potential benefits to be gained by being an 
older child in a mixed-age class. 

• The ability of the groups to ‘gel’ together

• The composition of the year group who will be 
Year 2 – likely to number 15 next year

• The composition of the group identified for Class 
1. 

• The factors you bring to our attention through 
consultation

• Any specific medical conditions



How do we make our decision?
• In Mid June Miss Allen will bring her experience of 

day-to-day teaching to a meeting

• Mrs Findlay will contribute feedback

• Other staff who have taught in the class, will be 
consulted 

• Mr Batchelor will ensure that all factors are 
considered professionally by the staff, and based 
on evidence 

• If necessary, we will also ask pre-school settings 
about how children respond in the presence of 
siblings



1. Parents have an opportunity to share their observations 
and concerns in a questionnaire before the school makes its 
decision. 

2. A decision on the split, and notification of which class will 
be the ‘base class’, will made late June, to allow for final 
Early Years Foundation Stage data to play a part in the 
decision.

3. Following receipt of this letter, Parents will be able to 
discuss the decision with staff, to explore any factors which 
they feel might have been given insufficient weight.

Process



Next steps…

We will ask you...

If we decide to split the year group, what number of 
children makes a sensible group?

We will ask you...

Do you have a preference for one of the two classes?
What is it about your child, or their learning, that 
supports this preference?

We will ask you...

The names of three or four children your child would 
be happy to work alongside.



Questionnaire need to b

Questionnaire

Questionnaires need to be 
back by Monday 5th July.



Then…

• In early July we will write with our decision, 
and offer to review any factors which you feel 
have been given insufficient consideration. 



In conclusion

• We have every confidence that whichever 
class becomes the ‘base class’, we will be able 
to teach them in ways which meets their 
needs and enables them to thrive.


