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 NATIONAL CURRICULUM 
Aims The national curriculum for history aims to 
ensure that all pupils:  
know and understand the history of these islands as a 
coherent, chronological narrative, from the earliest 
times to the present day: how people’s lives have 
shaped this nation and how Britain has influenced and 
been influenced by the wider world  
know and understand significant aspects of the history 
of the wider world: the nature of ancient civilisations; 
the expansion and dissolution of empires; 
characteristic features of past non-European societies; 
achievements and follies of mankind  
gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding 
of abstract terms such as, ‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’  
understand historical concepts such as continuity and 
change, cause and consequence, similarity, difference 
and significance, and use them to make connections, 
draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame historically-valid 
questions and create their own structured accounts, 
including written narratives and analyses  
understand the methods of historical enquiry, 
including how evidence is used rigorously to make 
historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting 
arguments and interpretations of the past have been 
constructed History – key stages 1 and 2  
gain historical perspective by placing their growing 
knowledge into different contexts, understanding the 
connections between local, regional, national and 
international history; between cultural, economic, 
military, political, religious and social history; and 
between short- and long-term timescales. 
 
Pupils should continue to develop a chronologically 
secure knowledge and understanding of British, local 
and world history, establishing clear narratives within 
and across the periods they study. They should note 
connections, contrasts and trends over time and 
develop the appropriate use of historical terms. They 
should regularly address and sometimes devise 
historically valid questions about change, cause, 
similarity and difference, and significance. They should 
construct informed responses that involve thoughtful 
selection and organisation of relevant historical 
information. They should understand how our 
knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of 
sources. 
 
World War 2 – a study of an aspect or theme in British 
history that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge 
beyond 1066 

 a local history study 

Addressing Barriers: Lack of cultural diversity & Limited environmental awareness OUTCOMES 

Chronological understanding 

· Year 5 
Know and sequence key events 

of time studied · Use relevant 
terms and period labels · Make comparisons 
between different times in the past  Year 6  
· Place current study on time line in relation to 
other studies · Use relevant dates and terms · 
Sequence up to 10 events on a time line 

Historical knowledge 

Year 5· Study different aspects of different 

people - differences between men and women 
· Examine causes and results of great events 
and the impact on people · Compare life in 
early and late 'times' studied · Compare an 
aspect of lie with the same aspect in another 
period Year 6 · Find out about beliefs, 
behaviour and characteristics of people, 
recognising that not everyone shares the same 
views and feelings · Compare beliefs and 
behaviour with another time studied · Write 
another explanation of a past event in terms of 
cause and effect using evidence to support and 
illustrate their explanation · Know key dates, 
characters and events of time studied 

Interpretations 

Year 5· Compare accounts of events from 

different sources – fact or fiction · Offer some 
reasons for different versions of events Year 6 · 
Link sources and work out how conclusions 
were arrived at · Consider ways of checking the 
accuracy of interpretations – fact or fiction and 
opinion · Be aware that different evidence will 
lead to different conclusions · Confidently use 
the library and internet for research 

 Historical enquiry 

Year 5· Begin to identify primary and 

secondary sources · Use evidence to build up a 
picture of a past event · Select relevant 
sections of information · Use the library and 
internet for research with increasing 
confidence Year 6 · Recognise primary and 
secondary sources · Use a range of sources to 
find out about an aspect of time past · Suggest 
omissions and the means of finding out · Bring 
knowledge gathered from several sources 
together in a fluent account 

 

LEARNING 
VOCABULARY  

 words and phrases related to WW2 - evacuation, rationing, blitz, air raid, shelter, Key names and Battles 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR EXTENDED WRITING 

  Letters from evacuees 

  Government Leaflets 

 Fiction Writing - story set in World War 2 

 Propaganda Posters 
VISITS & VISITORS? 
Visit from members of the local community who were at school during WW2 and remember evacuees arriving 
Visit to Soldiers of Gloucester museum (possibly combined with visit to Cathedral / Mosque) 

 Visit to watch War Horse? 

 Key Question Activity Learning 

1 What was WW2? Use atlases, maps to understand which countries were involved in WW2 
Research into key people – match photos with descriptions 

Understand that it was a 'world' war from the countries involved 
Know when and how World War 2 started 
Can name some of the key people – Neville Chamberlain, Winston 
Churchill, Adolf Hitler 

2 Understand how and why children 
were evacuated 

Look at the experiences of different children / compare letters from 
evacuee’s home. 
Look at NN school log book and register for the time – haw many 
evacuees came to NN where did they come from? 

Understand that children were evacuated from London AND other 
cities. Know why they were evacuated. 
Able to draw information from ‘real’ evidence. Recognise that not 
everyone shares the same views and feelings · 
Can explain how views can change depending on ‘point of view’ / 
‘bias’. 

3 Understand how rationing 
affected people 

Children to look at food that were rationed and to compare weekly 
menu plans from 1940 with their own. 
Follow a WW2 recipe to make a meal – carrot fudge! 

Understand why rationing happened 
Understand that it was not just food! 
Can explain how views can change depending on ‘point of view’ / 
‘bias’. 

4 Know about the different types of 
air raid shelters and how to put on 
a gas mask 

Research different kinds of Air Raid Shelters – Design their own (DT 
project)  
Look at government leaflets explaining / giving instructions on gas 
masks, air raid shelters and air raids 
Write their own leaflet.  

Begin to identify primary and secondary sources · Use evidence to 
build up a picture of a past event · Select relevant sections of 
information · Use the library and internet for research with increasing 
confidence 

5 Know about key roles played by 
people on the 'Home Front' 

Research different roles that people had on the ‘Home Front’ – think 
about which job they would apply for. Write an application for the role.  

Know how the role of women changed during WW2 

6 Know about 'The Blitz', 'The Battle 
of Britain', 'Dunkirk' and 'The 
Atomic Bomb' 

Individual / group research into specific Battles / events during WW2 – 
share findings 

Can explain how views can change depending on ‘point of view’ / 
‘bias’. 
Will know the key characters and events. 
Know key dates, characters and events of time studied 

7 Understand the reasoning behind 
and the effect of propaganda 

Look at propaganda posters 
Link propaganda posters with modern themes 
Produce a modern day propaganda poster 

Can explain how views can change depending on ‘point of view’ / 
‘bias’. 

8 Have a basic knowledge of how 
Hitler treated the Jews 

Through learning about Anne Frank – understand the way the Jewish 
people were treated 

Can explain how views can change depending on ‘point of view’ / 
‘bias’. 

9 Have some understanding of how 
North Nibley and the local area 
was effected during the war. 

Visit the war memorial – look at the names of the soldiers who lost their 
lives.  
Find out which houses had evacuees staying – are any of them family 
homes today? 

Understand the effect the war had on local people. Know that NN had 
evacuees. Know that soldiers from NN were killed during the 2nd WW. 

 CROSS-CURRICULAR I.C.T. Opportunities, Key Stage 2 
(COMPUTING TAUGHT DISCRETELY) Pupils should be taught to: 

 use search technologies effectively, appreciate how results are 
selected and ranked, and be discerning in evaluating digital content 

 select, use and combine a variety of software (including internet 
services) on a range of digital devices to design and create a range of 
programs, systems and content that accomplish given goals, including 
collecting, analysing, evaluating and presenting data and information 

• use technology safely, respectfully and responsibly; recognise 
acceptable/unacceptable behaviour; identify a range of ways to 
report concerns about content and contact. 

Pupils’ spiritual development is shown by their: 
• Beliefs, religious or otherwise, which inform 

spiritual development appertains to children’s 
perspective on life and their interest in and 
respect for different people’s feelings and values 

• Sense of enjoyment and fascination in learning 
about themselves, others and the world around 
them, including the intangible 

• Use of imagination and creativity in their learning 
Willingness to reflect on their experiences 

FAITH  
School Values 
Responsibility & 
Social Justice 
Friendship 

 Perseverance Respect  
Compassion Forgiveness  Hope  
Service   Thankfulness & 
Generosity   
 

 FUN 
 
 

Build an Air raid shelter 
for 'Eggbert' and test it to 

see if 'Eggbert' survives a direct 
bombing1 
WW2 rationing - carrot fudge! 

 Partnerships & Community 
 
 

  

  
As independent learners we…     
Get Organised  Have a go Concentrate   
Push Ourselves  
Support Others Show excellent manners       Enjoy 
success! 

“Live life to the full” The words of Jesus, John 10:10 
 


