
Years  R/1/2 Lead Subject (s) History and Art Topic Why did the Great Fire of 
London spread so quickly? 

Local 
Context  

Scott  Jenner   Pederson            Tyndale            Isambard Kingdom Brunel     Berkeley Castle  River Severn The 
Sharpness Canal  Dursley & the Wool Trade   St Martins Church   Renishaws       The Battle of Nibley Green 

 NATIONAL CURRICULUM 
History 

 Events beyond living memory that are significant 
nationally or globally [for example, the Great Fire 
of London] 

 Pupils should develop an awareness of the past, 
using common words and phrases relating to the 
passing of time. 

 They should know where the people and events 
they study fit within a chronological framework 
and identify similarities and differences between 
ways of life in different periods. 

 They should understand some of the ways in which 
we find out about the past and identify different 
ways in which it is represented. 

 They should ask and answer questions, choosing 
and using parts of stories and other sources to 
show that they know and understand key features 
of events. 

 
Art 

 To use a range of materials creatively to design 
and make products  

 To use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop 
and share their ideas, experiences and imagination  

 To develop a wide range of art and design 
techniques in using colour, pattern, texture, line, 
shape, form and space 
 

EYFS – The World 
 

EYFS People and Communities 
 

Addressing Barriers: Lack of cultural diversity & Limited environmental awareness OUTCOMES 
 
 
 

 
H – To explain what life was like in London in 
the 17th century 
H – To make inferences about London using 
historical sources (pictures) 
H – To identify several different ways of 
finding out about the past 
H – To make comparisons about life today 
and life in the 17th century 
H – To identify similarities and differences 
between life then and now 
H – To explain why changes were made and 
how this benefits us now 
H – To explain how and when the Great Fire 
of London began 
H – To ask questions about the past 
H – To use historical sources to help answer 
questions 
H – To give a recount of what happened on 
each day from 2nd – 6th September 1666 
H – To sequence the events from the Great 
Fire of London in chronological order 
H – Understand why changes were made by 
King Charles II after the fire 
H – To give reasons for why the fire spread so 
quickly 
H – Explain how and why fire equipment has 
changed 
H – To identify fire equipment used in 1666 
H – To identify fire equipment used today 
 
A – To use pictures to re-create the Great Fire 
of London scene 
A – To use a range of materials creatively 
A – Use drawing and painting to add colour 
and depth to the picture 
 
 
 

 
Learning about rules and regulations that have changed over time to prevent fires and stop them from spreading quickly. 

 

LEARNING 

 During the enquiry pupils will have opportunities through the application and analysis of a wide range of historical skills and resources to: 
 

 

 
VOCABULARY 
London, fire, bakery, firefighters, Samuel Pepys, King Charles II, Pudding Lane, Thomas Farynor, 1666, 17th century, 1600s, wooden, buildings, houses, River 
Thames, squirts, fire hooks, gunpowder, diary, flames, burning, fire engine, blowing, boats, bright, city, cathedral, church, St Paul’s Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, 
destroyed, rebuild, leather bucket, spark, spread, thatched roof, water, wind, fire extinguisher, fire prevention, fire equipment. 
 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR EXTENDED WRITING 
Writing to answer the question ‘Why did the Great Fire of London spread so quickly?’ 

Lesson  Key Question Lesson overview Skills 

1 What was life like in 

London during the 17th 

century? 

Setting the context for the topic and understanding what London 

was like before the fire. Using a range of pictorial sources and books 

to make inferences about what life was like in London during the 

1600s.  

Picture reading 

Deduction, inference 

 

2 How is life similar or 

different today 

compared to life in 

London in the 17th 

century? 

To identify the similarities and differences between ways of life in 

the 17th century and today. Comparing houses, cooking equipment, 

clothing, transport etc. Understanding why certain changes have 

been made and how the benefit us now.  

Identifying similarities and 

differences 

Comparing 

3 How did the Great Fire 

of London begin? 

To ask questions about the Great Fire of London and pose these 

questions to Samuel Pepys. Discover how and when the Great Fire 

started using diary entries. 

Asking questions 

Using historical sources 

(diary) to answer questions 

4 What happened from 

3rd-6th September 

1666? 

Using diary entries and other sources discover what happened on 

each day of the fire. Sequence the events on a timeline from Sunday 

2nd – Thursday 6th September. Identifying changes that need to be 

made after the fire to stop a fire like this again. 

Sequencing 

Chronology  

Changes 

5 Why did the Great Fire 

of London spread so 

quickly? 

A study into the causation of the fire and why it spread so quickly. 

Looking closely at fire equipment and techniques used to prevent the 

spread. 

Reasoning 

Picture reading 

Deduction, inference 

6 How has fire prevention 

changed over the 

years? 

 

Identifying the differences between fire prevention in 1666 

compared to today. Explaining why our methods are more effective 

today. 

Identifying similarities and 

differences 

Comparing 

7 Art: 

To re-create the Great 

Fire of London scene 

Re-creating the Great Fire of London scene on Pudding Lane by 

drawing 17th century houses and using different textures to create a 

fire. 

Using materials creatively 

Drawing, Painting 

Texture, Colour 

I.C.T. Opportunities Key Stage 1 
Pupils should be taught to: 

 use technology purposefully to create, organise, 
store, manipulate and retrieve digital content 

 recognise common uses of information technology 
beyond school 

 use technology safely and respectfully, keeping 
personal information private; identify where to go 
for help and support when they have concerns 
about content or contact on the internet or other 
online technologies. 

 

 
As independent learners we…     
Get Organised  Have a go
 Concentrate   Push Ourselves  
Support Others Show excellent manners       
Enjoy success! 

Pupils’ spiritual development is shown by their: 
• Beliefs, religious or otherwise, which inform 

spiritual development appertains to children’s 
perspective on life and their interest in and respect 
for different people’s feelings and values 

• Sense of enjoyment and fascination in learning 
about themselves, others and the world around 
them, including the intangible 

• Use of imagination and creativity in their learning 
• Willingness to reflect on their experiences  

School Values  Responsibility & Social Justice 
Friendship  Perseverance Respect  
Compassion Forgiveness  Hope 
Service   Thankfulness & Generosity 
 

We will be exploring the perseverance of the volunteers in London who did not stop trying to put the fires out.  
The compassion shown by the King and other wealthy merchants who fed, clothed and gave shelter to those who 
lost their homes in the fires for weeks. 
King Charles II showed responsibility by changing laws to prevent a huge fire spreading again. 
Hope was shown by the people who lived in London as they hoped their homes and family would be safe. 

Fire Engine visit to the school 
 
Creating a fire scene or creating 

model Tudor houses 
 

 Partnerships & 
Community 
 

 

 Not encouraged at this time due 
to COVID-19 

VISITS & VISITORS? 

 Fire Engine and Firefighters to visit 
the school 

“Live life to the full” The words of Jesus, John 10:10 


