
 

 

  

 

 

NORTH NIBLEY C of E PRIMARY SCHOOL 

 GOVERNORS’  NEWSLETTER 

North Nibley Primary School Welcomes TV Star to Open New 

Break-Out Space 
 

On Saturday 23 November, the Governors welcomed children and their families, 

staff, supporters and the wider North Nibley community to the grand opening of 

the new breakout space; The Purnell and Jortin Rooms.  

Mr Batchelor spoke about the challenges of teaching a 21st Century curriculum in 

19th Century buildings and the educational imperative behind the breakout space 

initiative.  He expressed his delight with the new space for differentiation; 

separate teaching of different year groups, one to one pastoral care, music 

tuition, educational psychologists to meet parents and space to allow those 

children who need it most to be guided and supported without distraction. 

In Mr Batchelor’s words, this is a bold statement that says, even in this tough 

economic climate for schools, North Nibley is ambitious and strives to do better. 

Our new building is a validation of the work of our valued teaching assistants, and 

teachers, giving them time and space to meet the needs of those who require 

greater support and it is an investment in the future of all our children. The staff 

are determined to use it to the maximum effect.  

Sue Bradley-Jones, Chair of Governors, provided some background to the 

building, which began life in a governors’ strategy meeting four years ago whilst 

discussing the future of the school.  We decided that an improvement to the 

current cramped premises would greatly enhance the teaching and learning 

needs of the school.  The governors worked on turning the idea of a ‘breakout 

Looking back at our 

autumn newsletter last 

year, it was all about our 

plans to create an extra 

teaching space for the 

school. So it feels like a 

huge achievement that, 

one year on, that project 

has been realised on the 

ground and the building is 

in regular use. We owe 

special thanks to governors 

Fiona Yarrow and Jude 

Saunderson for their hard 

work and expertise as 

leaders of this project. 

Read the press review of 

our grand opening of the 

building in November. 

We have welcomed two 

new governors to the 

Board this term –Debs 

Lamplugh and Junior 

Fowlin.  More about Junior 

in this edition………. 

To finish, a roundup of 

other governor activities 

this term.  

Sue Bradley-Jones (Chair) 
Peter Hall (Vice-Chair) 
Julie Collins 
Emma Frith 
Mary Blogg 
Jude Saunderson  
Fiona Yarrow 
Charlotte Parker 
Junior Fowlin 
Debs Lamplugh 
Becci Surridge (Staff Member) 
Paul Batchelor (Head Teacher) 
2 vacancies 
 
 

Autumn 

  2019 

 

2018 



space’ into a reality, consulting staff, parents and the local 

community along the way.  There were many steps 

between that initial idea by the governors and this 

excellent building and it couldn’t have happened without 

the support of many people.  

Jude Saunderson, Chair of the Finance and Resources 

Committee, specifically thanked Emily Loveday for all her 

efforts to secure grant funding from North Nibley Parish 

Council, Aviva, Dursley Lions, Lottery – Awards for All, 

Renishaw, North Nibley Music Festival, Lee Dunham 

Racing, Mercers and The Summerfield Trust.  

Jude also provided some background to the names of the new breakout rooms.  In 1763, the Reverend William Purnell, 

retired Headmaster of Manchester Grammar School and a landowner in North Nibley, left a bequest in his will for the 

education of boys in the village.  

A second benefactor, John Jortin, left a large sum, some 80 years later, to enable a more permanent home to be found.  
 
Over the years to follow, a disused workhouse was rented from the Parish Council and North Nibley Boys’ School was 
established.  In 1874, North Nibley Church of England School for Girls was founded and the Trustees invested some of 
the Trust funds to purchase what is now part of the present school.  
 
The boys joined the girls school on 4 September 1905 and adopted its voluntary aided status, which meant the Managers 
were responsible for funding 50% of the costs of school improvements and external repairs.  Over the years this has 
changed and now the Full Governing Body is responsible for funding 100% of estate repairs and improvements.  
 
Fiona Yarrow, who project managed the building, continued 

with the ‘thank yous’; to the team at TG Escapes and to 

parents Bryan Simpson, Jason Prosser, Kate and Tom Rea, 

Sophie and Chris Huxley-Reynards and Robin Spiller who 

have all provided invaluable assistance during the build, for 

which we are very grateful. 

Fiona then introduced George Clarke, an architect, an author 

with numerous Honorary Memberships and Doctorates 

under his belt, an Ambassador for a number of high profile 

charities as well as founder of the Ministry of Building 

Innovation and Education (MOBIE); a charity organisation 

designed to train and inspire young people into the 

innovation and design of homes in the UK and abroad as well as Visiting Professor of Architecture and Design at 

Birmingham City University and of course popular presenter of television programmes such as ‘George Clarke’s Amazing 

Spaces’ and ‘Old House New Home’.  

George concluded the formality of the morning by cutting the ribbon and inviting those present to have a look around 
North Nibley Primary School’s very own Amazing Space.  
 

Thank you to all of you who were able to join us for the rather special occasion and the governors sincerely hope that 

the new building provides a great breakout space for all the children and staff.  Fiona Yarrow Dec.  2019 

 

 

 



 

INTRODUCING NEW GOVERNOR JUNIOR FOWLIN 

 
Hello every one, my name is Junior Fowlin and many have seen me 

around school working around the building and site as a whole.  My 

career and working path has come full circle.  Let’s start at the 

beginning... 

After leaving school I have done lots of things like (and in this order): 

Completing an apprenticeship in Carpentry and Joinery with a London Borough and once 

qualified I became self-employed and worked all over the country.   

I went back into full-time education and completed a Diploma in Software Engineering 

which I then converted into an Honorary Degree in Computer Studies. 

I used this qualification to become I.T. Manager for Cavendish Industries, the holding 

company for Bristol Bending Services Limited with 2 sites in Bristol, and factories in Gloucester, Ebbw Vale and Ross-

on-Wye. 

I left there to embark on a career in teaching which involved going back into education to graduate with a PGCE in 

Secondary Education teaching Design and Technology.  I taught in a secondary school for 12 years before leaving 

(which to this day has been the hardest decision I’ve had to make career wise) and coming back into construction. 

When not working I was sports mad and when we moved out west I played football for Kingswood and North Nibley 

football teams until knee surgery put a stop to that.  However, listening to music, getting away for a mini break and 

enjoying a coffee and a cake with friends is always good. 

I live locally with wife Kate and have two young adult children. 

I was really honoured to be asked to become a Governor of the school and I hope to make a positive contribution in 

my role.  

 

Other points of focus for governor this year: 

The school year began when teachers presented their Subject Leaders’ reviews of 2018-19 to governors. 

We are currently: 

 Developing an IT strategy for the school, including sending a governor, teacher and parent delegation to the 

world’s biggest technology show, BETT. 

 Reviewing Policy in the light of legislative changes 

 Managing the school budget well, in difficult times 

 Involved in staff training, including mental health, RE, first aid and child protection.  

 Adopting a new system of governor visits, with each governor ‘adopting’ a Year Group and observing the 

teaching and learning of the curriculum in that class.  

 Our next focus will be teaching and learning in science and maths. 

 

FINALLY: our regular request! Parents, please, please continue to 

provide the School and Governors with your views and inputs.  

Contribute to the school surveys, talk to the teachers or Mr 

Batchelor or speak to a governor. Your feedback helps shape the 

school into what it is today. 

 

Our Vision is to inspire and celebrate Learning, Achievement, Faith and Fun! 


