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Our topic this term 

Our leading question this term is ‘Is a desert always hot?’ This topic is predominately Geography 

and Science focused, however, it will include elements of Art (Eric Carle) and DT. We will explore 

two contrasting continents – Africa and Antarctica. We will be using atlases to locate different 

countries within Africa and identify which parts of Africa are desert or rainforest. We will 

identify, name, describe and compare a variety of mammals found in the Savanna and in Antarctica, 

as well as exploring what daily life is like for children in Zimbabwe. We are always really grateful 

for any support from parents or the wider community, so if you have any pictures, stories, objects, 

postcards or experiences you’d like to share, which relate to our topic, please see Miss Tyers or 

Miss Allen or contact the school office. 

Parental support 

We are very grateful for any form of 

parental help that is offered. We need more 

adult readers to come in to hear our 

fantastic readers! If you feel this is 

something you can help with you will need a 

DBS check and to fill in a volunteer helpers 

form. This can easily be arranged by visiting 

Mrs Kirby in the School Office and she can 

begin the process. 

Reading 

I cannot express how crucial it is for your child to 

read every day, whether this is a school reading 

book or one of your own from home. Please 

remember reading books will be changed as and 

when they are put in the changing tray, we highly 

recommend that you read each book more than 

once. Please continue to ask your child questions 

whilst they’re reading e.g. Why do you think the 

character feels sad? What do you think will happen 

next? How would you feel if that happened to you? 

Can you think of a book similar to this one? 

P.E 

We have PE on a Wednesday, Thursday and 

Friday. Please ensure PE kits are kept in 

school on children’s pegs and ALL items are 

clearly labelled. All children will still require 

shorts in their PE bag as they are doing 

gymnastics this term. 

Swimming 

 As you are all aware, we began our swimming 

lessons on Monday 7th January. A huge thank you to 

parent helpers! Please ensure that your child 

brings appropriate swim wear every Monday with 

clearly labelled items. We would be grateful if all 

girls could wear trousers on a Monday, rather than 

tights, to help with quicker changing.  

Year 1 homework 

- Read at least 4 times a week for 5 minutes. 

- Parents/Carers to read to their child every 

week. 

- Recap the newly learnt phonics sounds 

from their red Sound Books (which should 

always be kept in their book bags). 

- Learn to read and spell the 200 High 

Frequency words sent home in a plastic wallet.  

- Continue to work through Maths Passport 

home booklets. 

Year 2 homework 

- Read at least 4 times a week for 5-10 minutes. 

- Parents/Carers to read to their child every week. 

- Complete weekly spelling homework and practise 

these at least 4 times a week (Given out on a 

Monday and due in the following Monday for the 

spelling test). 

- Complete Maths or English Homework given out 

on a Friday and due in for the following Friday. 

- Continue to work through Maths Passport home 

booklets. 

I hope you all had a wonderful and well-rested Christmas! 

I look forward to another exciting term with lots of new learning opportunities. If you have any 

comments or concerns about your child’s learning, please do not hesitate to make an appointment to 

see me so we can discuss it further.  

Thank you for your support.        Miss A. Tyers 
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Maths 

Year 1 

- Multiplication and division, including word 
problems. 
- Count in multiples of 2s, 5s and 10s 
- Halving and doubling up to 20 e.g. double 18. 
- Place Value; including counting, reading and 
writing numbers up to 100. 
- Counting forwards and backwards from any 
number within 100. 
- Correctly using the language of; equal to, most, 
fewest, least. 
Year 2 

- Multiplication and division, including word 

problems. 
- Count in steps of 2, 3 and 5 from 0 and in tens 

from any number, forward and backward.  
- Statistics (pictograms, tally charts and bar charts), 
including answering questions about totalling and 
comparing categorical data. 
- Properties of 2D and 3D shapes, including 
symmetry and ordering and arranging objects in 
patterns and sequences (Mrs Lewis). 
 

Literacy 

 ‘The Bear and the Piano’ by David Litchfield. In 

this unit we will focus on using expanded noun 

phrases (adjectives), capital letters for people, 

places and I, using ‘and’ to join sentences (Y1), 

using ‘but, so, when, because’ to join sentences 

(Y2) and to use the possessive apostrophe (Y2). 

The children will write their own version of the 

Bear and the Piano for their final piece. 

 Animal fact file (Bear). In this unit we will focus 

on using questions, headings and sub-headings, 

commas in a list (Y2) and organising 

information into paragraphs. The children will 

write their own fact file about an animal from 

Africa or Antarctica for their final piece. 

Physical Development 

Moving and handling 
Holding our pencils with the correct pencil grip. 

Forming our letters correctly beginning to use 

joined handwriting when ready. Managing 

scissors. 

Physical Education 

Gymnastics 

Topic 
‘Is a desert always hot?’ 

 
We will learn:  

 How to use world maps, atlases and 

globes to identify countries and 

continents (with a greater focus on Africa 

and Antarctica). 

 How to name differences between school 

life in the U.K and in Zimbabwe. 

 The importance of the rainforests and 

give reasons to explain why they 

shouldn’t be destroyed. 

 To identify, name, describe and compare 

a variety of animals found in the African 

Savanna and Antarctica.  

 How to make Africa jewellery or masks 

and how to draw African animals in the 

style of Eric Carle. 

Our activities will involve African food tasting, an 

Africa drumming workshop, designing and 

creating, researching and comparing. 

 

Music 

Miss Allen will be teaching the unit ‘I Wanna Play 

in a Band’. As well as learning to sing, play, 

improvise and compose with this song, children 

will listen and appraise classic rock songs. 

 

Religious Education 

This term we will be learning more about who 
Muslims are and how they live their life. We 
will be exploring the ‘Five Pillars of Islam’ in 

greater depth. Our value this term is 
‘Forgiveness’ so we will explore religious 

stories that represent this value in whole-
school and Class assemblies. 

 


