
 
2018-2019              CLASS 1 LETTER    SPRING TERM 

 
Dear Parents, 

 
Welcome back and Happy New Year we hope you are feeling well rested and ready for another busy term! Our 
topic this term is ‘Is the Desert Always Hot?’ This topic has a Geography focus. For the first half term, we will be 
looking at the similarities and differences between life in Africa and our life in the UK. We will also be improving our 
map work skills, locating the continent of Africa on the map and finding some of its countries. Our project will 
include an African ‘workshop’ where we will be finding out about African stories and participating in African dance 
and drumming. For the second half term our focus will be on comparing and contrasting Antarctica to the UK and 
Africa. If you feel you are able to support us with this topic, please come and speak to me! 
 
Reading As usual reading is high up on the Class One agenda. It is essential to your child’s education that you work 
in partnership with us and reading at home is a great way to get involved. Children should be reading their school 
reading book every night and we highly recommend that you read each book more than once. Not only does this 
help with children’s ability to recognise words but it also helps to develop confidence and fluency. Reception 
children have made a great start on their phonic journey and are now able to blend simple words independently. 
Please do not read your child’s school reading book to them – it has been selected at the correct level for your 
child to access and they should be reading it to you! 
School reading books should not replace sharing books together at home, for example, at bedtime. The school 
reading scheme provides a progressive approach to learning to read which allows children to apply the skills they 
are learning in phonics, however, a real love of reading, comprehension, inference skills and expression comes from 
listening to and sharing books with adults. 
 
Phonics All Reception children have taken home a phonics ‘Castle sheet’. This sheet encourages children to practice 
reading and correctly forming the letters which make the Phase 2 sounds. If Year 1 children have completed the 
above sheet the next sheet, which helps them read and spell common exception words has been sent home. Once 
completed children are rewarded with a certificate for their progress! Please continue to support your child with 
this at home. 
 
Show and tell is a valuable way of developing children’s speaking and listening skills. Many children love to join in 
with show and tell but then feel a little nervous when they can’t think of something to say! We always find it works 
better if someone at home can spend some time preparing the show and tell before they bring it in, perhaps come 
up with three interesting things to tell the class about their item.  This certainly helps keep the listener interested 
and helps to support those who are less confident speaking in front of the class. Some ideas for show and tell could 
be; a leaflet from somewhere you have visited, something special you have collected from a walk or family 
photographs. This list is not exhaustive but I’d like to remind parents that toys are not suitable for show and tell 
unless it is following a birthday.  
 
Mornings  A gentle reminder that in order for your children to become more independent, we are expecting 
goodbyes to be said by the front door.  I am, of course, available in the mornings for urgent messages, but recently 
these private conversations have been interrupted by the delivery of book bags, water bottles and other non-
essential items which the children should now be taking with them into the playground. Perhaps this new year is a 
good time to start your new morning routine? 
 
We have P.E. on a Thursday and Friday. Please ensure P.E. kits are kept in school on children’s pegs and ALL items 
are clearly labelled. Please help children by tying back long hair on these days. Children will need a pair of shorts as 
well as a pair of long trousers for the colder weather. Please make sure children also have a pair of trainers.bn 
 
Supplies It would be helpful if parents could donate a box of tissues and kitchen roll at the beginning of each 
term if possible.  
 



We are very grateful for any form of parental help that is offered. If you feel that you can help then please let us 
know. We often need help with reading or if your profession relates to our topic then we always welcome visitors 
to speak to the children. Alternatively, it is useful to have a number of adults who are able to support us on school 
trips. You will need a DBS check and to fill in a volunteer helpers form if you decide you can help. We can arrange 
this easily.  
 
If you have any 
queries or 
concerns about 
your child or 
school, please do 
not hesitate to 
come in and see 
me after school.  
 
Thank you, 
Miss Allen 
 


